— — 2 — wow rr —¹—— 
* . AR a - Es.. 


— . —̃ — pn 


e * 


The End of 1 Perfetion - 


[SERMON 


' PREACHD AT 


ROCHDALE, 


JUNE 29, 1746. 


On Occaſion of the much lamentscd 
DEATH 


. Janis Hanoi Kaen 


wv ＋ 


"I 1. OWEN, 


— Si uni omnia 4 ſunt, unum Ae | 
ofe — 


; Cic pro L. Man. 
Ib — obit — a 
Jui Genus humanum Ingegio — et omnis prefiraxit 


A Stellas exortus uti /Etherius bel. ; Fe 
- Ea. Lib, 83 


1 4 8 3 3 Se 2 2 * 2 ae ad 9 4 
2 4 - * * 4 o 7 * * * — * 
3 * 


* 9 9 
* kd 7 


E 0 ND o Ne 


Printed for ]. Hovons, and 0d by R. Wairwonrn, | 
- Bookſeller in Manchefter ; Mr. Hicoinson, in 
| Warrington ; and rs F LES TWOOD, in Sage . 2 


2 2 


9 


- 1 a 
0 „ . - 
* — 4 rt 

- - ; hb. : 
4 ; : . 0 0 a * EE 1 
al „ a 2 „ Ir e I ; „ 4 - Yi one 25 obey * , * * = % * Poets, ih PI 8 4 O 7 
* - * 4 * 8 9 * ” 2 * = * - TY > * B: "5 s 22>. 20d * 2 
fe» 2 ODE OR Sh OT. LA Gf A e i” firs a . „% ĩ ( > ( 
— . , 7 p 2 * « 1 * 29 by * e 1 
R Y jp a b hl . "8 x * ; : j r 4 AN 4 1 
83 - „* ; 2 > 7 6h ROO 5 7 ey 1 2 2 Ke FOE Wi As 2 7 6 * * 1 
- 4 1 2 % x 4 1 5 7 a . 57 * % 4 +. 5 4 * 1 8 * * — £4 * 2 * 1 wy Fe 4 
Sn 8 SIT 4 * " Vs * N of 4 . 5 4 1 , Ys > " 6 C N * * 5 7 

Smt Aa as. aids > 8 e 9 — a — #C: . * 11 ne X 2 i: j * 4 „65. oy ” 4 * wt : 5 N F 4.4 * | „ — £ g » : 

* , 1 _- * ” % FA 
1 * * a z « 


1 5 ; 
/ . * 


1 — * 


* 
= 
* 1 
9 
* 
- 
* 
* 

N * 
"RE 
Hes = 

4 


. 
0 
- 
0 
— 
* 
1 
— 
4 
\ 
KK, 


. 
* 
= 


N 4 * 
— 
— 
c 
5 * 
4 
. 
7 
* * 
* K* 
” 


£..» 
. 
* 
* 


. . 
> * « 
* „ 
2 1 / . * 5 
* 2 * * 
. — A 
. a 0 . . 1 4 
* * 
g 3 . 4 
Wo.” * 4 * * id * 
3 : * a % 77 
* # * — # ' * 
* - : 
Te * 4 4 1 * - 
a © 5 
4 , |; 
* - 1 
. * Pg 4 \, at —M 
4 1 mu 1 cr 5 * 4 ” 
„ i# ö 7 8 * 4 8 4 \ 1 
. * * * 4 4 1 # 
, . . » 2 
: 4 * SK 
N 4 bl 3 — 
* 9 o r 
e . : 3 . 
- . * jew x * f 
"5 a TY # N 7 
a on — # 
* 
ä * o as 2 C * \ o a 
” 8 V 
2 A + — a * F o 
25 N . : * . 
- U 2 * ” 
* Ven * os g * 
7 A 8 * : f = jon 
q 4 5 * i * * * — 
0 i wx 4 £8 5 
* 1 - > - 
n * — % . * * 75 N 
b, X 7 „* O 4 I 6 2 : ra Fa 
— — — + FY * D 
af 4 , Pon. 2 07 9 
o = £ 1 8 % 5 
a * : 1 4 3 ö 2 3 — : 
* : 5 . 
$ * Ia . * of 
. 0 A 4 1 * 4 E 1 * * 
1 1 2 K 7 ; 
- © 7 — r = .* . 
* i N 2 , - on.” o 2 
* hs * 
T_T $ ” * ow 5 > 


= 


I 8 
PR | 
x 
- ou” 
d 
* © 
* 
— 
1 
i * 
- 
* 
* 
— 
* 
* 
* 
* 
- 
my * 
* 
> 
x, „ * 
1 
* 


as + fn a 4% a 


. 


i 
1 
r 
* 
* 
a». 
U 
N 
. 


- 
— % 
„ * 1 8 IF, * 
- 8 a 
. 2 * „ 
PS. 7 At E 2 , _— 
0 Bu < 3 ' * 4 * 1 e nn e * % * 8 ? * 
RES . i a , 
by a 
1 ; , 
„ 2 


* 
* 


 Mournful R E L FE 7 


9 THE 


DECEASED: 


A. 8 the F Diſcourſe oh drawn up 


Providence which occaſion'd it; ſo, it now 
waits upon you with Sentiments full of the 
moſt tender Sympathy and Condoleance, A 
» Senſe of my ovyn, I correct myſelf; why men- 
tion I my own? A Senſe of the Publick Loſs, 


muſt at the ſame Time inſpire me with an af- | 
fecting Senſe of Yours: But it would ill be- 


come me to cheriſh Grief where a Sovereign 
Balm is wanted to heal your Wounds, and 
your Sorrows, 


. Your preſent Trial i 1s very great and ſolemn; = 


1 were it not ſo, it would ſcarce deſerve 
the Name of 2 Trial to a Perſon adorned 
with your Virtues and Endowments, But al- 
low me to ſay, great as it is, you have ſuſ- 
tain'd much greater in other Scenes, and ac- 
. 3 yourſelf under them with uncommon 
Equanimity and Honour ! You have bore the 
Smiles of Providence without the leaſt. Ruffle 


of Pride, Vanity, or Oſtentation, which is an 
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when my Mind felt the moſt fender E- 
\ motions, by Reaſbii of the Awfulneſs of the 


— 
EE ONS 


"= <A SRD nents o 


8 
8 Ones 


5 ; THF" 
* — TI 


eee 


£ * 
2 « 
N 
— — — 2 — 


— 2 oo — —— — — S SSE — — SY 


— — De ——I— 


s — 
— £29 jw £46. its at. — — 3 2 


2g 


. 
infinitely harder Tafk, than to bear it's Frowns 
without Impatience and Repining. Proſperi- 


F. a diſtinguiſh'd Flow of Proſperity, is a 


dead Sea, where Thouſands have been loſt, for 
One that has been ſwallow'd up in the bitter 
Waters of Affliction. I truſt the ſame God, 
and the ſame amiable Diſpefitions which have 
' hitherto enabled you to act a Part fo worthy 
of your deceas'd Relative, and ſo ornamental 
both to yourſelf and to human Nature, will 
ill enable you to bear up, and to acquit 
yourſelf with equal Propriety under the pre- 
ſent important Trial. When an innate Sweet- 
neſs of Manners, a high Degree of Conſtitu- 
 fional Virtue, if I may fo expreſs it, is im- 
_ prov'd not only by the Refinements of Educa- 
tion, but likewiſe by the Principles of divine 
Philoſophy, of ſerious and rational Religion, 
what may we not expect from ſuch a Con- 
junction? May we not expect that you have 
Jearn'd in the moſt afflictive State to be re- 
- fign'd, as well as in the moſt exalted to be 


lowly and humble? 


Tho Providence has remov'd from you the 
beſt of Huſbands and of Men, yet you have 
a ſweet Offspring, a charming and a hopeful 
_ Offs: ing left, to comfort you under your Di- 
Rgel.s, to perpetuate the Name, and I truſt, 
as they grow. up, to perpetuate the Virtues of 
their Father. Fir Lines are in a great Mea- 
ſure bound up in yours, You are their onl 
ſurviving Parent. Yur Province therefore i 
is, to form their tender Minds, and train them 
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(w) 
up for future Uſefulneſs. Suffer not your Sor- 
ow then for the Death of your de Re- 

lative to grow to that Height, as to endanger 

the Haſtening of your Own, Eet not your 

Regards for the Dead, treſpaſs upon chat Duty 


you owe to the Living to your fair and 


flouriſhing young Family, Pardon me if I 


have judg'd it expedient, to remind you of 


this, under ſo awful a Viſitation, 

May, that God who is the Father of the 
Furber , an —— the Widow's Cauſe, bleſs, 
dire& and comfort you and yours. And may 
you on this Occaſion, approve yourſelf as ex- 


emplary in bearing Affliftions, as you have al- 


ways been in relieving and ſuccouring thaſe 


who endure them. 
Accept of this ſucceeding - Diſcourſe, not 
only as a Tribute of Reſpect to the Memory 
of your late illuſtriouſly wiſe and virtuous Con- 
fort, but as a further Teſtimony with what 
Sincerity and Devotion, I am 


M ADA M, 
i our much ebliged, mf obedient, 


and "0 humble Servant, 


Rsenbals, 1 N J. OWEN, 
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World are frail in their Nature, and precari- 


> 


Pſalm cxix, | 96. 


7 have ſeen an End of all Perfedti on, but ” 


Commanament 1s exceeding broad. 


HESE Words, are the Words bg - 
the royal Prophet David. The De- 
ſign of them is to ſhew, the Inſta- 
bility of this preſent World, and 
* little Dependance there is upon the moſt 


promiſing Comforts, the moſt courted Poſſeſ- 


fions, and the molt exalted Happineſs it can 
yield us; that theſe are only ſo. many broken 


Reeds, periſhing Joys, dying Glories ; and that 


nothing but a firm Belief of, and a flial Truſt 
in, the Perfections, Providence, and Promiſes 
of God, can yield ſolid and durable Peace; 
can, at all Times, furniſh us with Supports 
adequate to our Neceſlities; can dry up our 
flowing Tears, heal our bleeding Wounds ; 

can bear up the Soul amidſt the Shocks of 


Nature, amidſt the dark and tempeſtuous 
Storms of Affliction. 


By the Commandment of God, we are not 


in this Place to underſtand merely, his precep- 


tive Laws. The Phraſe admits of a more ex- 
tenſive Signification; and the Text may be 
paraphras'd thus: All the Perfections of this 


Os 
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(2). 


c ous as to Duration ; but thy Word, O Lord! 


, 


ce niſhes us with the nobleſt Supports under the 


ce Trials of this State, and the nobleſt Proſpects = 
« of an unfading Felicity in a Future,” 1 


Have ſeen on End &c. 
As there cannot be a more ſovereign Anti- 


dote againſt the Evils of human Life than the 


Sentiment couch'd in the latter Part of my 
Text, — Thy Commandment is exceeding broad; 


| ſo on the other Hand, there cannot be a more 
| juſt, a more pathetic, but withal a more me- 
lancholy Comment upon the former Part of the 


Words, than the awful Providence which calls 
for our Attention this Day : A Providence 
that ſpreads Tears over every Face, and Sorrow 
over every Soul, 
ven grant we may be able to ſay it without 


murmuring, I have ſeen an End of all Fans 


.. 

_ Upon the preſent Occaſion 5 and a fac Oc- 
caſion it is, I ſhall 

I. Dwell a little upon the perfections of this 


| State and ſhew how frail and fading They are. ] 
II. Shew, that it is a very awful and affect= 
ing Providence to ſee an End put to Lives the 


moſt per feli, the moſt eminently and diffuſive- 
ly uſeful, in the midſt of all their Perfection, 
. Uſefulneſs and Glory. 

III. I ſhall be led to follow the perfect Man 


into a future World, by guarding againſt any 
Miſapprehenſions that may ariſe from my Text, 


Ti have ſeen an End, & c. 


the Wiſdom Which Thou haſt revealed, fur- 


nd leads us to fay, and Hea- 


IV. shew 
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IV. Shew that God's Commandment 75. ex- 
ceeding broad, by pointing out ſome. of the 


Wo Conſiderations which Religion yields, to recon- 


eile us tq Providence and keep our Hearts from 
Deſpondency and ſinking, under ſuch awful 


Viſitations as the preſent; and ſo conclude. 


I. Let us dwell a little upon the Perfections 
of this State, and ſhew how frail and fading 


they are. 


When we * the cleareſt Skies and the ſe- | 


| : reneſt Heavens overſet with Clouds, the bright- 


eſt Day fwallow'd. up in a dark Night of — | 


guiſh and Affliction, alas! muſt not this ſpre 
a Damp over all the Joys pf Life, embitter it's 
moſt grateful Reliſhes, anf lead us to confets 
— That it is poor Per fectiam that we ſee the 
End of, —— Perfection by no Means adequate 


_ the Damand. of a reaſonable Soul, and the 


Dette of an immortal Nature! Ber more 


particularly 
1. What a frail Creature is Man, * Per- 


. = 8 of this lower World, the Maſter- dees 


of this lower Creation. 

Man, who has Dominion given bim over all 
the Creatures, over the inanimate and. animate, 
the vegetable and he ſenfitive World, over | 


| the Tiers that grow, the Fields that flouriſh, 
the Inſects that creep, the Fiſbes that ſwim, 
the Birds that fly, and the: Cattle, that ad | 


the belpongled:Glories of the 1 5 
| Canopy over his Head, and the whole E: 


_ * a a Carpet wo. tread: on — Man, 


ST! 


whom Sun, Moon, and Stars wait, for whoſe 
Service the Heavenly Bodies travel in = 
reſpective Orbits, and maintain exquiſite | 
mony and Order; Man, who is a Tranfeript 
of the Almighty Creator, a faint Image of his 
moral Perfections, whg has Angels for his 
Guardians, and Heaven for his Inheritance, 
yet is not this very Man in his preſent State 
altogether Vanity — Ani verſal Vanity. 
Tho? we are wonderfully and fearfully made; 
tho' the Mechaniſm and Contexture of our 
Bodies, the Organization of their various Parts, 
and the Subſerviency and Fitneſs of the one to 
the other, plainly point out that they are the 
8 Offspring of Eternal Skill and Contrivance; 
that it is an Omnipotent Hand that form'd 
them ; yet is not this Piece of Architecture as 
FZrail as it is finiſi d! not more exquiſitely form d, 
than it is exguiſitely feeble! How. many Acci- 
dents from without, and Diſtempers from 
within are we daily expos'd to, that may 
- ſhake into Pieces, and diſſolve into Daſt this 
Piece of Perfection But 5 
| 2. As Man is the Perfection of this lower 
World, fo Life which is the Perfection of 


Man Ibn reaches its determin'd Period. Ever 


the daily Suſtentation of the Animal Nature, 
doth it not depend upon a kind of Diſeaſe ; for 
Hunger-and Thirſt what are they better? No 
ſooner do we begin to live, than we begin ro 
die, and our firſt Step into Time, tell me O 
my Soul ! is it not a Step towards Eternity! 
9 is human Life but as the Moth 9 

B the 


| 
x 
| 


1 


the Wind, and how eaſily is the Moth cruſhed ? 
What are our Days but a Shadow, and how 
_ ſwiftly doth the ee fly? Is not all Fleſh 


of, as the Flower of Graſs, and muſt not the 


prize is it if we awake ſuddenly out of our 
Dream, and find ourſelves remov'd into a State 
of Immortality ? Amongſt this numerous Aſ- 
ſembly, who knows but he may die To- mor- 
row? To-morrow ? Nay who knows but his 
Soul may be required of him, before the Mor- 
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forget not O my Soul! that Eternity may be 
ſtill nearer ; however this we are aſſur'd of, 
like the Gad who inhabits it, it is not far from 
every one A 


the human Body is, how frail and delicate 
the Springs of Life are, how eaſily their Mo- 
tions are obſtructed, what an infinite Number 
of Valves and Foldings, of Fibres, Nerves, 
Sinews, Muſcles, Ligaments, Arteries, Glands, 
and Tendons; hen we reflect on the Ca- 
nals the Blood runs thro', the Secretion of 
the Fluids; when we narrowly examine all 
the different Parts of the human Body, and 
all their numberleſs Functions; — when we 
further take into the Accoynt, how a Diſ- 


Diſſolution of the whole that our Bodies 


Grafs Is not all the Goodlineſs and Glory there- 


1 Flow er ſoon fade, and the Graſs ſoon wither? 
Is not Life a Dream, and what mighty Sur- 


row comes? Near as To ana ſeems to be, 


When we conſider, what: a curious Machine : 


order in any one Part, may prove to be the 


are formed out of Duſt, that it is a Breath 
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of Air that ſupports them; 
infer, how-ſoon the Air may be diſſolv'd, and 


IP 4 


the Duſt ſcatter'd! Would we be ſurpris'd to 


ſee an Inſtrument form'd with an infinite 


Number of the moſt delicate and almoſt im- 


perceptible Strings, an Inſtrument too that is 
affected by every Change of Ajr and Weather, 
should we be ſurpriſed to ſee ſuch an Inſtru- 
{ment ſoon out of Tune? 


If we add to this, the Diſorders and Dan- 


gers that ſurround us on all Sides; not only 
how we are affected by the Temperament of 
the Seaſons, but likewiſe by 
the Want of Exerciſe, by the Ferments, or 
the Languor of the Paſſions, and how eaſily 
any of theſe Cauſes may tranſport us into E- 
ternity in a Moment; when we further 
dwell upon the various Diſtempers, Pains, 
Aches, and Sorrows, we are incident to, from 
_ the Day of our Birth, to the Day 
Death ; what Wonder is it, 
enter'd laſt upon the Stage of Life, 
| ſome times be the firſt that quit it! If the 
next Pulſe that beats, beats an Alarm from 


the Camps of Death, if the next Breath you 


| draw, may remove you to the gloomy Abodes of 
Corruption, where you ſhall breath no more 
Ye Sons 'of Debauchery and Exceſs, what 


Wonder if the next Food you take to gratify 


a luxurious Appetite, may preface your Dii- 
ſolution, and you may be ſummoned to leave 


the World, before you riſe from your Table]! 
ſhould 


, TEMOVE 


Or if the next intemperate Draught, 
SS 


129: 236 not eaſy to 


the Exceſs, or 
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remove you to thoſe Regions which afford 

neither one Drop of Water, nor of Comfort, 
to cool an inflam'd T ongue — or an inflam'd 
Conſcience with! Whilſt you are ſporting a- 


way your Time in Extravagancy, and your 


Strength in Folly, may not Death arreſt you 
without Notice, and drag you without Re- 


prieve, into the ecm Priſon! 
Who knows as to us all, Ja ſoon the 


Axe may be laid to the Root of the Tree of 


Life, how ſoon we may ſee not only the 
Branches fade, but the Tree fallen! Your 
| Blood now runs warm thro' the Veſſels, your 
; |  Palſe us active, your Nerves well- brac'd ger 


ready to ſing for Joy. But. how ſoon may 
they lively Motions ceaſe, the active Limbs be- 
come a dead Carcaſs, the Sparkling Eye be 
elos'd up in Darkneſs, the ferene and graceful 
Countenance be turn'd into a livid and ghaſt- 
ly Viſage, the Hand that was active in doing 
Good, moulder into Duſt, and theſe Bodies 
we now take ſo much Pains to adorn, and ſo 
much Care to cheriſh, make their Beds in the 


Duſt, and be turned to Heaps of Rottenneſs + 


and Putrefaction Who is he that is ſo poor as 
to ant a Grave, and who is he that is fo 

reat as to be exempted from it! Here all are 
on a Level! All Diſtinctions are loſt in the 
Duſt! Here Vanity is brought low, and Pride 
reduc'd, that never bow'd_ down its Head be- 
fore! Here Princes that rule . as well as Sub- 


jets that obey them, benannt T; ributary to the 


3 be 
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humble Worm ? — This is the End of al 
human Perfection! 

3. The various Scenes of Happineſs which. 
| this World affords, is the Perfection of Life; 
and as to theſe, the Day is at Hand, when e- 
very one of us ſhall ſee an End of them all. 
We are apt to amuſe ourſelves with fond 
and flattering Ide the World, the great 
Idol which Multitudes worſhip; * may we 
not ſay of it, as St. Paul doth, on a different 
Occaſion, — this Idol is Nothing? May we 
not ſay of this World, as it is faid of him, 
who is ſtyled the God of 5 it, that it is Liar 
From the Beginning? It may ſooth our Vani. 
ty, flatter our Ambition, and beguile our 
Hopes ; but when the Experiment is to be 
made, it's faireſt Promiſes do they not prove 
to be ſo many ſolemn Cheats; it's towering 
| - Imaginations but ſo many romantic Dreams, 
and it's brighteſt Proſpects, but ſo many gay 
and ſhining Deluſions? The Springs of Com- 


fort which it yields, how ſoon arg they dry? 2 


The Fountains of Felicity which it promiſes, 
how ſoon are they exhauſted? ——- How apt 
are we to form vaſt Ideas of human Life and 
Happineſs, to huſy ourſelves about Futurity 
we may never live to fee, to imagine _ 
To-morrow ſhall be as this Day, and muc 

more abundant ; but whatever we truſt to, or 
whatever we glory in, whether Beauty, Plea- 
ſure, Honours, or Riches, | *tis but a little 
while ere there will be an End to all theſe 


courted Per fections! Thus have I ſeen a little 
Commonwealth 


1 
Commonwealth of Ants very buſy on a Mole- 
hill, cantoning out their different Provinces, 
and engaged in different Purſuits; inceſſantly 
laborious and active, travelling to and fro over 
their little em World, like ſo many 
Emmets of State and Diſtinction; treaſuring 


up Food and Proviſions; but lo ſaddenly one 


of the feather'd Tribe invades their Domini- 
ons, deſtroys and devours them all! or per- 
' - haps ſome other Creature, with an accidental 


ſpurn of the Foot, ſpreads dreadful Havock a- 


mongſt them, and deſolates them by Thou- 
ſands! The World in Miniature! Such is the 
End of all human Perfection! 


Do you then ſeek for real Happineſs here 
below? Alas! what is it but to ſeek the Living 
among the Dead? Can a painted Feaſt regale 
the Appetite, or a painted River quench your 


Thirſt? As impoſlible is it for mere Dreams of 


Happineſs, mere Shadows of Felicity, to afford 


us any ſolid and Jubſtantial Satisfactions I- 
The Language of every Creature is that of Fa- 


cob to Rachel, am I in God's Stead? Do you 
promiſe yourſelves that perfect Delight, or thoſe 
unfading Joys from me, which are to be deriv'd 
only from the inexhauſtible Fountain of all 


Grace and Goodneſs? Do you ſeek for Peace, 
Proſperity, and Joy, Peace without any Inter- 


ruptions, Proſperity without Change, and Joy 
without any painful Mixture? — Seek 


them not here — — Theſe are the Regions 
of Trouble, Sorrow, and Confuſion 


Life 
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Life indeed nad with ſo many ET 
Reliſhes, ſo many fair and inviting Accommo- 


dations, that we have no Room to ſhew any 
Diſplicence at the Conduct of Providence; or 
to murmur at the Portion it has afſign d us. 


But then, on the other Hand, ſuch is the In- 


ſtability of all our Enjoyments, ſuch the Viciſ- 
ſitudes of all human Affairs, ſuch are the Di- 
| verſify'd Scenes that human Life abounds with, 

chequer'd alternately with Light and Shade, 


with dark Clouds and ſerene Skies, with Sun 


Shine and Tempeſts ; that it is obvious to an 


attentive Mind, that this State was never in- 


tended for our ſupreme Felicity, that This 7s 
not, This cannot, be the Place of our Reſt! 


No Waters but thoſe of Life, can ſatisfy the 
Thirſt of an immortal Nature. God having 


made us for the Enjoyment of Himſelf, has 
given us Capacities for Happineſs, in ſome 
Meaſure commenſurate to his own Perfections. 
He has given a Kind of Infinity to our Deſires, 
fo as to proportion our preſent Expectations, to 


our future Enjoyments ; to the THAO of .his 


own Truth, Wiſdom and Goodneſs! Every 
other Faculty, every other Power of our Na- 
ture is limited in it's Extent, and ſoon cloy'd 
with Indulgence ; but our Defires after Hap- 
pineſs are boundleſs as that Eternity where it 
is to be enjoy'd, and infinite as the God who 


beſtows it. Would we then aſpire after Per- 
fection that knows no End, where, where 


ſhall we find it, but in the Favour of that God, 
who is everlaſtingly the ſame, without End and 
: without 
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without Beginning! whoſe Years and whoſe 


Compaſſions never fail! Fools may dream of a 


5 e here below, but the wiſe can never 


find it! Lord! wean me then, from the Breaſts 


of my Mother Earth — — Teach me to know 


the Number of my Days, the Frailty and the 


End of all human Perfection 


4. Eminent Abilities and Talents, when im- 


prov'd for the Good of Mankind, and for the 
Be s Glory, are the Perfection of the human 
Nature; but in this Reſpect as well as in the 


former, the Providence that now engages our 


Attention, naturally leads us ſeverally to fay — 


baue ſeen an End of all Perfection! The 


ſtrong Genius, the quick Parts, the moſt re- 
fin'd, elegant, and illuſtrious Accompliſhments, 


the benevolent Heart are, O! it is painful to 


| ſpeak it! but ſo many dying Perfections 
Perfections, that we ſee an End of, even whilſt 


they ſhine in their full Bloom and Beauty! 
View. the Habitations of the dead. There you 
ſee the Hands that were never employ'd but in 

doing Good, clos'd up in unrelenting Darkneſs! 


te Head that was furniſh'd with a large Stock 
of clear and rational Ideas, with a rich Variety 
of the moſt uſeful and important Knowledge, 


is become the Receptacle of thoſe Inſects and 


Reptiles, whoſe Nature it once contemplated 
with humble Adoration and ſacred Wonder 


The diftinguiſh'd Talents that were devoted to 


public Ulctulneſs, that gave Food and Rayment 

to Thouſands 
— n awful and awakening Providences 
occur, 
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mult theſe alſo periſh? 


_ doth it illuſtrate this? 


„ 


occur, can we who have ſeen a ſudden and un- 


expected End of ſuch exalted Perfection, for- 


bear laying our Hands on our Hearts, and cry- 
ing out, —- O my Country, my Country! 
My Country bleeds, my Country dies, what 
can I do towards healing her Wounds and re- 
pairing her Breaches ? Help Lord, for the godly 
Man ceaſeth the Faithful fail from among the 
Children of Men ! The more helpleſs and diſ- 


treſsful we are left, the more Need there is, 


that we ſhould powerfully ſollicit Afliſtance 


ſrom above, earneſtly implore Relief, and Com- 
fort from Heaven ! which brings me to ſhew 

II. That it is a very awful and affecting 
Providence to ſee an End put to Lives the moſt 
perfect, the moſt eminently, and diffuſively 
uſeful, in the Midſt of all their Perfection, 
Uſefulneſs, and Glory. The Providence that 
now engages our Attention, how patbetically 
every Countenance ſpeaks it! but more particu- 
larly 8 — 


Perfection, when according to ou Eſtimate of 
Things, the World could ill ſpare them. Men 
of eminent Piety, of great, and extenſive Uſe- 
fulneſs, do they not maintain the ſame Cha- 


racter in the moral Firmament as the Sun doth _ 


in the Firmament of Heaven, and ſpread Glo- 
ries diffuſively around them ! Are we peculiarly 
affected with any Loſs of Importance, and are 
not religious Characters, eſpecially 8 


Every Tongue declares, 


1 Is it not very awful and affecting, to ſee 
an End put to Lives adorn'd with all human 
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(13) 5 
Characters ot great Eminence and Dutinction, 
the Jewels of a Nation, the richeſt Treaſures, 


the nobleſt Wealth of a People? Are not 
theſe the Preſervers, the Guardian Angels of a 


Land, its ſtrong Tower of Defence, a Wall 
of Fire around it? When Lor was in Sodom, 


did he not preſerve the Place from Deſtruction ? 


When Moſes ſtood in the Breach, did he Hot 
prevent the Ruin of 1/rael ? But reverſe the 


Scene, when the Pillars of Society are gone, is 


there not imminent Danger, chill the Super- 
ſtructure ſhould fall to the Ground ? when If 
Fences are broke down is there not Pan: 


that the well cultivated Vineyard ſhould the. 


rate into a favage Wilderneſs? No ſooner was 
Lot out of Sodom but Storms arid Showers of 


fiery Vengeance conſumed and deſtroy d the 


Place. No ſooner doth he turn his Back upon the 
City, but God likewiſe turns his Face from it 
When then, dark Clouds gather upon every 


Face, in Conſequence of the removal of great 


and eminent Perſons, have we not at leaſt, 
Reaſon to dread, chat theſe dark Clouds 


hr noſticate, ſucceeding Storms and Tempeſts ? 


en ſuch are taken away, whoſe Example 


is of great Weight and Authority, whoſe In- 


fluence is of —.— Inpornnce, whoſe Con- 
duct is an Ornament both to their Nature and 
Profeſſion; when thoſe who have been as Bea- 
cons upon a Hill; — the Salt of the Earth ;--- 


the Lights of the World; — burning and 


ſhining Lights in their Generation; when 
theſe ate removed, are we not almoſt tempted 
| to 
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to o diſtruſt Providence, to cry out aloud the 


Breach is deep and ide as the Sea, and who 


can heal it! But as the Heavens are high a- 
bove the Earth, ſo are thy Thoughts, O Lord! 


above our 7. boughts, and thy Ways above ours. 


Juſt and true are thy Ways, thou King of 


j Saints. 


2, Is it not an 550 and affecting Sight, to 


ſee an End put to all human Perfections, 


when worſe Men are ſpared? Say O my Soul! 
What am I, that I ſhould be ſpared, when 
Lives of infinitely greater Importance are cut 
oft ; when the Chariots and the Horſemen of 


Thael, are falling around me! Is it not an 
| awful Providence to ſee the Wheat gathered, 


and the Tares left! The fine/t Gold remov'd, 
but the Droſ left! To ſee the great Huſband- 
man of the Univerſe, root up the moſt fruit- 


ful Trees in his Vineyard, whilſt Thorns and 


Briars. are left! To ſee canker'd Branches 


ſpar d, whilſt the fair flouriſhing and fruitful 
ones are cut off! Do we not oft ſee the Days 


of thoſe protracted beyond the ordinary Span, 


who never made themſelves remarkable for 


any Thing —unleſs it be for eminent Folly, 


and extenſive Miſchief! Do we not daily ſee 


Characters, of whom it cannot be ſo properly 


| faid that they live, as that they rot above 
Ground, whilſt at the ame Time they griev- 


ouſly cumber and oppreſs it? — Yet even theſe 
are continued on the Stage of Action, till their 
Faculties become as wrinkled as their Fore- 


heads, till * grow as troubleſome to the 
8 World 


( 5) 

World as they have been uſeleſs i in it! To ſee 
ſuch Men ſpar'd, when the Standards of hu- 
man Perfection, the Pride of the moral World 
are cut off, ſuddenly and unexpectedly cut off,--- 
| What ſhall we ſay to theſe Things? Amidſt 
ſuch intricate Scenes, are not all human Aft- 
fairs under a wiſe Conduct and Direction: 
They ſurely are! Perhaps Life is only a Re- 
. Prieve to the Wicked, whilſt Death to the 
righteous, is an Enlargement from Priſon, a 
Remove to their everlaſting Home However, 
confefs we muſt, that at preſent, we ſee only 
into one Part = the Moral Drama : When 
we are, allow'd to take a more extenſive View, 
to trace all its Parts and Connexions, then, as 
ſure as the Lord liveth, ſo ſurely ſhall it ap- 
pear to us, that all his Ways are ſupremely 
wiſe and fitting, that Whatever is, is right !” 
3. Tis a more awful and affecting Provi- 
dence ſtill, when Perſons that are the Glory of 
human Nature, are taken away in the Bloom 
of Life, and publick Uſefulneſs. Such Diſ- 
penſations indeed afford the moſt awakening 
Leſſons, as to the Folly of putting our Truſt 
in an Arm of Fleſh, or fixing a Dependance 
on any created Perfections. — Thus it was 
with good King Fofiah in the Jewiſh Hiſtory. 
He died, and the Work of Reformation died 
with hin; and the People ripen'd themſelves 
for their Captivity and Chains. Thus was 
Moſes cut off, when active in preparing the 
Hfaelites for their Entrance into Canaan ; Da- 


. when diligent in laying up Materials for 
. 


{ * 


( 16 ) 
building the Temple. And as it was aid of 
Old to David, ſo may we ſay upon fimilar 
Occaſions, T, Hou art worth ten Thouſand of us, 
Lives that we ſee taken off, in all the Bloom 
of Nature, and of Uſefulneſs, are according to 
our Eſtimate, of greater Importance to the 
World, than fen thouſand. that are left behind 
them! When the Lights of the World are put 
out in the Obſcurity . of Death, When thoſe 
who, like the Jewiſb Law-giver, ſtood in the 
Breach, who like Lot faved the City, like E- 
liſha kep t the Bands of the Moabites, a Spirit 
of Strif: and Contention, from invading the 
Land; like Solomon in Wiſdom, like Moſes in 
Meekneſs, like Dorcas in- Alms and good 
Works, are cut off in the midſt of their Days, 
in the midſt of their Strength, in the midſt of 
their publick Services for God, and their 


Country; would not ſuch awful and impor- 


tant Viſitations almoſt tempt thoſe who ſur- 
vive, to cry out in the Language of ſolemn 
_ Sadneſs and Deſpair; let us alſo go and dye with 
them Are we not almoſt tempted to find 
Fault with Providence, that ſuch burning and 
ſhining Lights ſhould be ſo ſuddenly extin- 
guiſh'd! That ſuch choice Treaſure ſhould be 
depoſited in Veſſels ſo frail and feeble! That 
ſuch noble and majeſtic Fabrics ſhould be fo 
ſpeedily demoliſh'd! Thy Judgments O Lord! 
are à great deep to us. mow unſearchable are 
thy Fudgments, and thy Ways paſt finding out 
— This only we know, that R7ghteous art 
thou O Lord, tho' we plead with thee, under 
=o 


1 
_ ſuch dark! and painful Diſpenſations! Tho' 
then our Friends die, let not our Faith die, 
with them, for 
4. Under ſuch awful Providences, Nature 
muſt mourn, but Religion forbids us to ur- 
mur. As it is one of the firſt and moſt obvious 
Principles of Reaſon, that there is a God who 
made the World, ſo it is one of the moſt com- 
fortable, the moſt charming Principles of Re- 
velation, that his Providence, his All-wiſe and 
Almighty Providence directs it! This, when 
Nothing elſe can, will ſerve as a Cordial to the 
fainting Soul, will refreſh the drooping Spirits ! 
Amidſt the painful Scenes and perlexing Changes 
of human Life, This will ſooth our Fears, al- 
leviate our Diſtreſſes, mitigate our Sorrows, 
and reconcile us to every gloomy Viſitation | 
This will be to the religious Mind, Joy in An- 
guiſh, Support in Adverſity, Health in Sick= | 
neſs, Life in Death, a Refuge from the Storm, 
and a Shield againſt the Arrows of Affliction! 
And if we are firmly perſwaded that all Things 
ate under a wiſe and equitable Direction, doth 
it become human Folly to arraign infinite 
Wiſdom? The Patient to preſcribe to the ſu- 
preme and ſovereign Phyſician ? By no Means. 
-— The Diſpoſal of Affairs is God's Right, 
our Duty, is Submiſſion, _ | 
If we are made to eat of the Bread of Sor- 
row, tho' it be ungrateful to the Palate, yet 
may it not in the Iflue prove very falutary 
and healthful ? The Rod that corrects, may, 


if not like the Rod al Me yer fetch Water " 
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„ the, Noce, uving Water to rerrein us. 
| Refreſhing Streams out of the barren Rocks 
of Affliction! That which we look upon as 
our Bane, may it not be converted unto a 
Blefling ? When the Righteous are taken away 
in the midſt of their Uſefulneſs, and Glory 
perhaps, as already . hinted, ſuch Viſitations 
may be neceſſary to teach us not to put Confi- 
dence in an Arm of Fleſh. If our Cifterns 
are broke, perhaps it may be to lead us to the 
Fountain ! If we are expos'd to a ſevere Vin- 
ter of Suffering, perhaps it may be only to 
kill the Weeds of our Corruptions! If we are 
caſt into a Purnace of Affliction, perhaps it 
may be only to purify and purge us! If wet 
are depriv'd of our deareſt Comforts, perhaps 
it may be only to teach us not to over- rate a 
World, whole Comforts are ſo precarious, 
whoſe Pleaſures are ſo fading, and all whofe 
Poſſeſſions we muſt ſhortly leave]! If we loſe 
our moſt valuable Friends on Earth, perhaps 
it may be a Means of bringing us into a cloſer 
Alliance with Heaven! But whatſoever the 
Views of Providence are in dark and diſtreſs- 
ful Viſitations, this is a firſt Principle we are 
aſſur'd of Infinite Goodneſs cannot deal hard- 
ly and unkindly by us ;——Infinite Wiſdom 
2 Jn hn the beſt; and tho Man knoweth 
not what is Good, much leſs what is beſt for 
Him, Omni ſcience can never be miſtaken! Could 
we ever have imagin'd that Jeſepb's being ſold | 
by his Brethren, as a Slave into a foreign Land, 


Oe have iſſued not only in his own Ad- 
vancement 


(19) 
vancement, in the Settlement of his Family, 
but likewiſe prove in a Day of Famine to be 
the Salvation of his Country ? But ſo it pro- 
ved to be! And is it not our Comfort under 
threatning and gloomy Viſitations; that the 
Government of the World is ſtill in the ſame 
Hands, that the ſame Providence ſtill rules 
and reigns over all ? Have we then ſeen an 
End of all human Perfection, tho' the Sight 
be very awful and affecting, learn, O my 
Soul! to ſay, the Lord gave, the Lord taketb 
away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Bu t 
 T'proceed . 
III. To follow the good Man to a future 
World, by guarding againſt any Miſapprehen- 
ſions that may ariſe from my Text--— That 
there is an End of all ſublunary Perfection. 
1. When we ſee an End of all human Per- 
fection, and our Friends lodged in the Duſt, let 
us not miſtake the Scene, and imagine that there 
is an End put to their Beings. Waving all ab- 
ſtracted Arguments and philoſophical Reflexi- | 
ons, as unſuitable to a popular Aſſembly; let 
me aſk, can it ever be thought that an All- 
wiſe Being ſhou'd implant within our Minds 
ſuch ſtrong Deſires after Immortality, ſuch 
an unquenchable Thirſt after an Eternity of 
Exiſtence, for no other End than to tantalize 
his Creatures with vain Wiſhes, and vainer 
Hopes, and then diſappoint them in the Iſſue 
As reaſonably may we imagine, that the Al- 
mighty has given us in this State, Senſations of 
8 — but has funiſh d us with no Oppor- 
tunity 


+ | 
ok; for their IP OVER or that he has 
implanted within us Senſations of Hunger and 
Thirſt, but has put it out of our Power to 
gratify them — that the Deſire of Food, or 
of Pleaſure, can never be attended with En- 
joyment, and that all our Hopes to partake. of 
theſe neceſſary Requirements of Nature, is but 
a mete Dream and a Bubble; as antenne may 

we ſuppoſe this, as imagine that the ſtrong 
Deſire after Immortality, implanted in our Bor 
ſoms, has in the Nature of Thing no F aug 
dation to ſupport it. 

a can it be thought that the 1 
Being would have diſplay'd ſuch a Waſte and 
Profuſion, I cannot ſo — fay of With 
dam, as of Power, in forming Mat 
ſuch. elevated; Capacities, and Powers, 3 
Powers > fitted to traverſe Eternity, for ng 
higher Purpoſe than to make Proviſion for 
the Body for three ſcore Vears and tei, an 

- then to rot in the Duſt, and mix with be 
Clod of the Valley for ever! Can it be thought 
that we ſhould have Faculties capable of iu 
veſtigating Futurity, of tracing the Perfectionę 
of the Deity, and taking a Range over - al} 
the — of Space and Exiſtence, for no 
higher End, than that we ſhould die like 
the Brute, and periſh in the Grave ? How can 
we: account for ſuch a Succeſſion of Inhabi- 
tants in the moral World, were they all but 
the Creatures of a Day? Can it be thought 
that Perſons of the. moſt-diſtinguiſh'd. Abili- 
dies, the moſt refin d - AccompliſlPnantt,. Ive 
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the moſt extenſive Uſefulneſs, ſhould: be cut 
down as the Flower of the Field, in all the 
Pride of their Glory, were Death the utter 
Extinction of our Nature? were we not, 
when diſrob'd of the Fleſh, to be cloath'd 
upon with the Garments of Immortality? No 
ſurely Providence Would never have given 
Birth to ſo many Millions of intelligent Be- 
ings, as have exiſted from the Beginning, and 
ſhall exiſt to the final Conſummation of all 
Things, were three or fourſcore Vears to put 
à Period to our Duration, to be the utmoſt 
Boundary of our Exiſtence! Tho' we live 
here but a ſhort Time, there is a State N 
the Grave, in which we muſt exiſt for ever 
When therefore our Friends are ſeparated from 
us — they are not loſt, — they are only 
remov'd to another State, where, if we follow 
their Steps, we ſhall in a few Days, or a few 
Years at the fartheſt, be 1 ſure to find 
Forer 
2. The End of all dug PerfeQtion | in this 
World, is but the Beginning of an exalted 
Happiness in a future, 
When we ſee an End of all human Per- 
fection, we only ſee thoſe remov'd out of the 
World, of whom the World was not worthy, 
——-remov'd from their Pains and their Pilgri- - 
mage, to a State of undiſturbed Felicity and 
Reſt! And what a happy Exchange is it for 
them, however painful to us, when they 
leave a World that abounds with — and 
Troubles, Diſappointments and Sorrows, that 


1s 
| 
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is thick-ſet with Snares and Temptations, a 


World that isa Theatre of Affliction 

a Sink of Wickedneſs——.an Empire of Vice 
ad Folly, what a happy Exchange is it, to 
be admitted into the immediate Preſence of 
God, the Father of our Mercies, the Former 
of our Spirits, the Fountain of all Bleſſedneſs 
and Perfection, of Life eternal and immar- 


ceſſible Glory! | 
- In the 2 state no 1 without an | 


Alloy; no Situation without it's Inconvenien- 


ces, as well as it's Bleſſings; but the Worm- 
| wood and Gall that we drink off here, will not 
+Theſe ſweeten the Rivers of Pleaſure that are on 


the right Hand of God for evermore Here 
the Wants of Nature are many ; the Wants 
of Luſt and Ambition many more; — One 


bemoans himſelf with the Shunamite's Child, 
my Head, my Head ; Another with the Pro- 


phet, O my — my Bowels; I am pain'd 
to the very Heart! But when the religious 
Man is ſummon'd to leave theſe dark Abodes 
of Mortality, his Wants are buried in the 


| ſame Grave with the Body which was the 


Object of them, and his Complaints ceaſe for 
ever! See what ſacred Joy dawns in his Bo- 


> ſom, upon the Approach of eternal Day! The 
Angels of God, hover over his Bed; methinks 


I fee the cœleſtial Spirits waiting with Plea» 


ſure to be his Convoy to his Maker's Pre- 
ſence! Friends on Earth deplore the Loſs; 


the Inhabitants of Heaven rejoice in his Ac- 
ceſſion to aged Society | Both Worlds ambiti- 
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6us of his Comm. ly and emulous which ſhall 
enjoy it. ron when he arrives ih his Father's 
King dom, the Voice of Mourning, of Sorrow, 
of Tribblation, ſhall never enter within the 
Gates! His Cares ſhall be remov'd, his Moans 
ſhall be chang'd into the Muſic of the Sera- 
] phic Choir, his Faith ſwallow'd up in Frui- 
tion, and his W perfect! Peace ſhall reign 
in his Breaſt, Peace ſweet as Immortality, and 
ſerene as Heaven His Enjoyments ſhall be as 
capacious as his Wiſhes, and run parallel with 
an Eternity of Exiſtence! And He who was 
the Pattern of Perfection here, how illuſtriouſ- 
ly ſhall He ſhine in the Firmament of Glory 
for ever and ever! When He exchanges Worlds, 
with what ſolemn Pleaſure, with what devout 
and grateful Amazement, muſt He look back 
upon the Dangers He has eſcap'd, the Diffi- 
culties He has ſurmounted, and the Race He 
has run! And how exalted the Felicity of that 
State, where our Sorrows will not be allevi- 
ated, but brought to an eternal Period, where 
our Wants will not be fo properly ſupply d, ; 
as remov'd to an infinite Diſtance from us, 
oy our Tears ſhall not only be wip'd a- 
„but exchang'd for Rivers of inexhaufti- 
die Joy and Glory! Let me add | 
Ihe more exalted our Inprobements i in Pi- 
ety and Virtue, during the Courſe of our Tri- 
al 6: Earth, will not our Happineſs be pro- 
portionably more exalted in Heaven? Yes 
he now emmently religions, iluftriouſly 
ded and good, and when we arrive at yon 


upper 
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uppe per Reg 710hs, ſhall not our Capacities be 


vaſtly chlnied, the Clouds of Ignorance and 


Darkneſs that are now ſpread over the clear- 


eſt Underſtandings, ſhall they not be diffipated 


and done for ever away, our Knowledge, and 
our Virtues ſhall they not be everlaſtingly 


improving? Then ſhall we ſee the Connexion 
of the various Parts of God's moral Govern- 
ment, the Propriety and the Fitneſs of the 
whole! The Fountains of infinite Wiſdom 
which now are as a great Deep to us, ſhall 

then be laid open, and we ſhall ſee God, as it 
| were, Face to Face, in all his Diſpenſations, 

and in all the Immenſity of his Works and 
Love! And O what a glorious Aſſembly ſhall 
we Zhen join with, what an innumerable Com- 
pany of kindred Angel Spirits, in celebrating 


the great Creator's Praiſe, and adoring the | 


Grace of the Redeemer ! To converſe, for e- 
ver to converſe, with Myriads of kind, benevo- 
lent Spirits, for ever to Join all the mighty 
and marvellous Hoſts of Heaven in the ſacred 
Work of eternal Praiſes and Worſhip ! For e- 
ver to 'enjoy all the tranſporting Pleaſures of 
Love and Harmony, immortal and 
anchange ble. Friendſhip ! Can Language paint 
the Happineſs 1- 
when we attempt fully to deſcribe it. 
This is their Portion in the World above. T. *. 
tber thoſe are gone who were eminent Exum- 
ples of Chriſtian Perfection in this State, and 
who have made their Exit out of it before us! 
7 Theres it it is, that we : ſhall ſhortly find _ 
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if we tread in their Steps, and follow the 
Example they ſet us. Vour Huſband; your 
Father, your Brother, your N eighbour, or 


your Friend, no ſooner ſlept. in Jeſus in this 
World, than he awak'd in Glory in a fu- 


ture! There, if we are meet to be Partakers 


of the ſame Bliſs, we ſhall be reinſtated in 
their Society, ſhall renew all ſocial, virtuous 


Endearments, ſhall have an exquiſitely higher 


_ Reliſh of them than we are capable of at pre- 
ſent, and continue it without Decay and with- 
out Interruption for ever! Here we ſee an 
End of all Perfetion——unleſs it be that of 
Vanity or Folly ; but look forward, ſee yon 
happy Regions before us : There, thoſe chriſ- 


tian Heroes who have finiſh'd their Courſe, . 


and finiſh'd it with triumphant Joy! ſhine in 
the radiant Robes of eternal Perfection, of that 
Perfection which never fades and never dies! 
There, do they enjoy Light without Dark- 
_ neſs, Health without Declenſions of Nature, 
or Impairments of Age, Wealth without Woe 
for her Handmaid, Beauty without Blemiſh, 
Honour without Envy, Pleaſure without 


Pain, Glory without Difgrace, Joy without 


Sorrow, Peace without Trouble, Life with- 


out Death, and a SE without Change. | 


But I proceed 
IV. To ſhew that God's 8 Commandments are 


exceeding broad; by pointing out ſome of the 


Conſiderations which Religion yields, to re- 
concile us to Providence, and keep our Hearts 


from linking — ſuch _ and ſevere Vi- 
tations 


ov 
64 4) not... th. n 1 a 
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ſitations as the preſent, And here I muſt 
confine myſelf, only to obſerve, | 

1. That our Sufferings are but few in Com- 
pariſon of our Comforts . infinitely fewer 
than our Sins which deſerve them. Has our 
Heavenly Father made us to taſte of the Cup 
of Anguiſh, but muſt we not gratefully ac- 


knowledge that amidſt the bittereſt Cups we 


have ſome Seaſonings of Mercy? Am I inordi- 
nately affected with any ſevere Stroke of Pro- 
vidence, but tell me O my Soul! Have I not 
received a Thouſand Comforts for One Calamity, 


which I now endure? A Thouſand kind Pro- 


vidences for One dark and gloomy Viſitation? 


A Thouſand Tides of Mercy for One Tide of 
Affliction? Has not divine Mercy from Year - 
to Year ſmil'd upon your Fields and crown'd 
your Harveſts! When you are fed, doth not 


Mercy fit at the Head of the Table ! When 
you drink liberally of the Enjoyments of Life, 
is not Mercy the Portion of your Cup! When 
ou go abroad, doth not Mercy awair as a 
Guard of Angels around you? You are de- 
priv'd of one Comfort; you might have been 
depriv'd of all! You have loſt one valuable 
Blefling, and are till poſſeſs'd of many more; 
but might you not have been left without one 


to loſe! Or put the Caſe, that you have had 


Sickneſs in your F amily, it might have been 
Death;—— You have had Death, it might 
have been the Sword; — You have had 
the Sword, it might have been attended with 


the Peſtilence and Famine! You have loſt a 


Friend, 


long? Is it not be I 
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Friend, you might at the ſame time hare loſt 
your Laws, your Liberties, | your Religion; 

have Deſolations ſpread over your Country! 
You might at the ſame Time have had your 
Properties invaded, - your Daughters raviſh'd, 
and the Brains of your Children daſh'd out a- 
gainſt the Streets ! 

When therefore you reflect upon 8 
remov'd, think upon Mercies you have ſtill in 
Poſſeſſion. When you weigh what you have 
already loſt, think how many Bleflings you 
enjoy that may yet be torn away from you! 
Is it not he Lord, that has bleſs'd your Fa- 
mily and your Store? Is it not be Lord, that 
has preſerved your Relatives and Friends fo 
rd, that has multiply'd 
your Comforts? Is it not he Lord, that has 


fed and cloath'd, and provided ſo -plentifully 


for you, that has enrich'd you with ſo many 


Talents! And if he has withdrawn ene Com- 


fort, will you ſhew no grateful Senſe of .a// 
the reft wherewith he has bleſs'd yow? Shall 
your Tears flow ſo faſt, as to make you blind 
to all your ſurviving Mercies? 

Inſtead of repining at Providence, fay, Bleſ- 


ſed be God that Things are no worſe ; Blefled 


be his Name, that the Candle of the Lord, 


has ſo long ſhone upon your Family without 


any dark interpoſing Clouds. Now We bear 
the Indignation of the Lord, is it not fit that 


We ſhould bear it, who have oft ſinned againſt 
Him ? Are our Sores great? Let this miti- 


Seth them — N00 Burden ſo heavy, but God 


might 


I 


J 


| 
{ 
| 
: 
{ 


might have dons freſh Weights into the 5 
Scale | No Cup fo bitter, but there might have 
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been added to it a freſh Mixture of Wormwood 
and Gall! God might have broke down all the 
Banks of our Comforts, and ſuffer'd us to have 


been (wallow'd up in an unfathomable Ocean 


of Affliction! Shall the Criminal arcaign the 
Judge for mitigating the Rigour of Juſtice, 
when he might have paſs'd Sentence of. Death 
without Reprieve! Shall Man murmur if He, 


to whom all our Mercies are forfeited, takes 
but One tha! indeed it be One of the mail Va- 


luable from us! Man is born to Trouble as 
the Sparks fly upwards, and what if Provi- 
dence Fad collected all the Sparks of Affliction 
within a Angle Point, and ſpread a devouring 
Flame over all your Enjoyments! As then on 
the one Hand, Iuſenſibility under the Strokes 
of Providence, betrays an incorrigible Dege- 
neracy of Temper, ſo on the other, Impatience 
under the Rod, betrays the utmoſt Irreverence 
towards the Hand that waves it ! 

2. From God's Commandments which are 
a broad, we learn that God grieveth 


not his People willingly, but that all our Af- 


flictions are the Offspring of Sovereign Wiſdom | 


and Gootfneſs. I might make my Appeal and 


aſk the Family of Mourners, and how many 


| ſuch have we amongſt us on this Day! Has 


not the great Sovereign of the Univerſe an ab- 


ſolute Right to do with Us, and with Ours as 


he pleaſeth? He that gave, may he not Zake, 


he Gat eth, may be not deftroy, he that 
* : E | bealeth, | 


| (29) 
| Babb; ſhall he not OD 1 that moketh - 
| alive, ſhall he not +l 2__ He that beſtow 


upon us our good Things, ſhall he not like- 


Wife remand them at hisfPleaſure! Hath not 
the Almighty a greater Propriety in us, in e- 


very Thing that belongs to us, than we have 


ourſelves? Whatſoever Mercies we enjoy, or 
Bleflings we are entruſted with, may we not 
ſay of them as El//ha's Servant did of his Axe 
Head which fell into the Water, —— Alas! 
They are borrow'd! Our Comforts what are 
they, but ſo many borrowed Talents, and as 


to our Afffictions, whatever Hand it is that 
brings, it is the Hand of God that ſends them, 


But however ſuch Conſiderations as Theſe 
may filence, Theſe alone will not be able to 
fatisfy us, under gloomy Viſitations. Let us 
then remember, that there is the Goodneſs as 
well as the Power, the Wiſdom as well as the 


Will of God, diſplay'd in every dark and af- 
flictive Diſpenſation. The Ordainments of 
Heaven, are not only irreverſible, but irreverſibly 


wiſe and good. Thoſe Things that we deſire 
may be beffow'd upon us in Compaſſion ; may 
perhaps in Mercy be deny d us. And ſurely it 


becomes us to ſubmit our Wiſdom, ſhould I 


not rather ſay our Ignorance and Folly, to the 
Omniſcience of Heaven? The Plan of God's 
Government is ſo form'd, his Laws are ſo 
wiſely eſtabliſh'd, that even the greateſt Af- 
flictions are appointed for the greateſt Good, 


As the moſt precious Oar and the richeft Jew- - 


cls are * out of — and craggy Rocks, ſo 
"00 
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do we not oft find that the nobleſt Happineſs 
ſprings out of the moſt adverſe Scenes, and the 
brighteſt Day out of the darkeſt Clouds and 
Tempeſts? And therefore I add 

3. That from God's - Commandments which 
are .exceeding. broad, we learn that if the Fault 


be not our own, we may, by a kind of moral 


Chymiftry; extract the greateſt Sweetneſs, out of 
the ſevereſt Affliction. Tis only if need be, 


that we are brought into divers Temptations. 


Moral Diſcipline may be as neceſſary to our 
Growth in Virtue, as digging and plowing the 
Ground may be, to bring the Fruits of the 
Earth to Perfection. And do we not in Fact 
find, that God's moral Diſpenſations, are ana- 
logous. to the Conſtitution He has form'd in the 
World of Nature? The Bramble in the Fo- 
reſt is neglected, whilſt the Vine in the Gar- 


den is cut till it bleeds, The Rod that chaſ-, 
tens us, is not the Iron Rod of a Tyrant, of | 


an inexorable Enemy, or of a weak, and ca- 
pricious Being, but the tender Scourge of a 
wiſe. and affectionate Father, of the Father of 


our Mercies and Spirits. And when ſhall we 
be taught to def; piſe this World, to diſcover a 


noble. — towards all it's Poſſeſſions, 
and to lay out our Time and our Talents here, 
in building up a Houſe, and enriching . ouf- 
ſelves, with Treaſures for Eternity, if not when 


ſuch a ſolemn Providence as that now before 
us, ſhews us the End of all human Perfection! 


Surely if our Hearts are not harder than Rocks, 


and not only more hard, but more inacceſſible 


n 


* 
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than they, ſuch Viſitations muſt pierce and reach 


them! Surely if any Thing on this Side Eter- 


nity can awaken our Attention, ſuch Viſitati- 


ons will! Shall we not then upon ſuch Occaſi- 


ons learn to adopt the Language of the Pro- 


pbet, not out of ſullen Diſcontent, but out of 


humble, and O that I could add of chearful, 

Reſignation, TI was Dumb, I opened. not my 

Mouth, becauſe the Lord had done ut. © 
0 5% ſeems in the Affliction of his Servants, 


to uſe the ſame Language as Pilate did to the 


Fews in Relation to Feſus, J will chaſtiſe 


and let him go.  Bchold then, happy is the 


Man whom God corrects! A Patador to the 
Children of this World, who deny themſelves 
no Pleaſures but thoſe of Virtue; who are 


Strangers to no Joys but——thoſe of a good 


e z eminently afflicted, and yet great - 


ly happy! But ſo it is. Happy is that Storm 


at drives the diſtreſs'd Soul to the Heavenly 
Harbour! Bleſſed be God, for thoſe kind tho' 
ſevere Viſitations, that will infallibly lead us to 
ſeek our ſupreme 'Happineſs 'in thoſe Regions 
where we are ſure, and where only we can be 
ſure, to find it. When dark Providences ſpread 
as a Cloud over our Dwellings, conſider the 


Tendency of ſach Diſpenſations, and then tell 


me O my Soul! Have we not Reafon to be 


reſign'd under them? —-Reſign'd did I ſay, 


have we not Reaſon to bear Afflictions, not 


merely with a paſſive Compoſure, but with an 
a heroje Dignity of * to mite at the Ar- 


row 
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row that wounds, and bleſs even the Hand 
chat ſmote us | 
Thus have I finiſh'd the ſeveral Heads of 


Diſcourſe propos d to Conſideration, ' And. 


what is the proper Improvement of the aw- 


ful Providence, that occafion'd my. dwelling 


upon them? What but this Be ye alſo 


ready. Are you now in perfect Health! Alas! 


it will be but a little while, e'er you'll ſee an 


End to this Perfection! Are you now in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of great Wealth and Affluence? This 
Perfection, will be ſhortly ſeen to end in a 
Sbroud, a Coffin, and a Grave! Are you now 
ſurrounded with Children and Friends? Ex- 


that the Time will ſhortly come, when 
you muſt ſee the End of all theſe fond and 


4 22 Perfections! Behold the Triumphs of 


the deſolating Grave, and there we ſee a me- 


lancholy Image of our future Selves! 
This Aſſembly, this Town, this Neighbour- 
| hood, this Country, and Countries too at a 


diſtance from us, will ſeverally join with me 
upon Occafion of the preſent mournful Provi- 


dence in faying, /e have ſeen an End of 


all Perfection] The great and the good Man, 


jf he were not ſomething more, that we have 


fo ſuddenly and unerpectedly loft, and an un- 


| ſpeakable Lofs-it is! has enter'd upon the Re- 
gions of immortal Joy, but left a World in 


Tears, not fingle Perſons, not ſingle Families, 
but whole Communities in Mourning! One 
Man among @ Thouſand ſays Solomon have I 
found, but whatever it might be in his Day, 
| 5 | | | it 


it would be a. Difficulty in ours, to find a- 
mongſt ten Thouſand one ſuch Man as this. 
Conſidering his Character in every View juſtly ; 
may I ſay, and I fay it upon the moſt inti- 
mate Knowledge, I have ſeen an End of all 
Perfection! Graceful as his Mien was, yet 
more ſo were his Manners, his Behaviour po-— 


lite and noble, humble in a high Station, — 

Pride was the only Stranger, that was not re- 
ceiv'd and treated with Hoſpitality in his 

Dwellings, eaſy and free of Acceſs, kind, and 


_ condeſcending towards all! W 
As to his intellectual Accompliſhments, how | 
ſolid was his Judgment, how ſedate his Mind, 
how ſtrong and clear his Underſtanding ! His 
Pen was that of a ready Writer, and his Capaci- 
ty for Buſineſs, and raiſing a Fortune, to be e- 
quall'd by nothing but the Honour and Repu- 
tation wherewith he acquir d one! | 
View Him then, in his moral Character. 
Extenſive as his Commerce was, as extenſive 
were his Friends; belov'd and reſpected by all. 
Never was He charg'd, never was He ſuſpec- 
ted, to uſe any of the low Arts; the ſordid 
and illiberal Methods that are too commonly 
practis'd to treaſure up Riches, So far was He 
from making Advantage of the Neceſſities of the 
Poor, that He made their Intereſt, their Happi- 
neſs, his own. At all Times He was their gene- 
rous Patron and Friend, gave Them Bread to 
eat, and Raiment to cloath Them. In Times 
of Diſtreſs He was their Father, and when e- 
very Hand. was fealed up as to Buſineſs, His rm 
ul 
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f Rill open to Charity and Compaſſion ! Where 
ever any diſtreſs d Odjects occur'd, in Him 
they found an Almoner of divine Bounty, and 
indeed what leſs can we call Him than an 
 Almoner to the King of Heaven? The Tears 
of the Poor at his Gates, during his laſt Illneſs, 
was a Sight that peculiarly impreſs'd me ! The 
. Cries of the Needy and the Bowels of the 
Hungry bleſs Him 

In the private ſocial Scenes of Life, 2 
Words in common, were not ſo many as his 
Friends could have wiſh'd, for their own 
_ Pleaſure and Inſtruction; yet his Maxims were 
always juſt, and his Sentiments important. 


But ſuch graceful Modeſty, connected with ſuch 


diſtinguiſh'd Abilities, with ſuch a Knowledge 
of Men and of Books, and ſuch Volubility and 
Juſtneſs of Expreſſion as .He was Maſter of, 
gave even this Part of his Character an ami- 
able Luſtre. 

In his Converſe, his moſt free and friendly 
Converſe, nothing was more His Hatred, than 
Backbiting and Cenſure: Nothing bis more 


ſolemn Averſion. Reproach was Language 


that never flow'd from his Lips, and if ever 
He gave to any one an ill Character, I pity 


the Man, becauſe I am ſure He moſt richly 


deſery'd it. 
In the Scenes of Retirement from Buſineſs, 


how chearful was He in Company, but withal 


how ſtrict an Example of Sobriety, and how 
noble an Inſtance of this Truth, that the high- 
eſt t Pleaſure of human Nature. is, to be ſeverely 
| virtuous. 


5 „ 

virtuous, Tho- He had none of that Stolehfm, 
that led him to deny Himſelf any innocent 
Pleaſure ; yet never did He ſuffer Pleaſure to 
treſpaſs upon Buſineſs, never did He ſuffer 
either of Them to treſpaſs upon Devotion. 


Every Day of his important Life, the Work |. 


of the Day was begun and ended in a moſt 
ſolemn Manner with God. The firſt Service 
He engag'd in, in the Morning, was the Ser- 
vice of the great Creator. And as to public 
Worſhip never was I acquainted with a Perſon 


whoſe Regards for it were more ſtated and ſo- 
lemn, and at the ſame Time one that entertain'd 


the moſt reſined and rational Ideas of Religion: 
He oft admir'd, that Party Prejudice could 
ever run ſo high againſt the late excellent Dr. 
Clark, whoſe Sermons (as well as Dr. Tillot- 
ens, and Mr. PFofter's) were ſtatedly read in 
his Family, and ' for whoſe Memory and 


Writings, He had a very peculiar Venera- 


tion. Indeed in a civil and commercial Sphere, 
He form'd another ſuch illuſtrious Character. 
Such was his Piety, his Catholiciſm, his Pre- 
ference of virtuous Practice to mere Rites and 
Modes, that uſurp the Name of Religion: 


You'll anticipate me in adding, ſuch the Ele- 


vation, and ſuch the Extent of his Genius !. 
As a Chriſtian He was nobly devout without 
Enthufiaſm, eminently religious without Sin- 
gularity or Affectation ; a Chriſtian indeed, 
in whom there was no Guile! He afually 
| obſerv'd, that where the Sabbath was deſpis'd, 

| and religious Inſtitutions neglected, there was, 

| | no Hope 
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po Hope of that Man; and the /aft Lord's 
Day, the /a/? Sabbath before He entred upon 


his eternal Reſt, enquiring what Day it was, 
and being inform'd, with a ſo/emn Emphaſis 
He offer d up this ore but noble Ejaculation 


to Heaven, Bleſſed. be God, for the Return 
« of the Sabbath, and that we have Sabbaths 


* to return.” But tho' He is now remov'd to 
a better State, can we forbear ſorrowing that 


ue are to ſee his Face, in this Aſſembly, no more? 
Ihe Pillar of this Society is fallen, and 


methinks I have ſome ſtrange Forebodeings 


within me ;--but I forbear.---An undiſſembled 


Love of Virtue and Piety, Unanimity among 
yourſelves, and a generous Zeal for the Cauſe 
of Liberty, is the Way to prevent Foundati- 
ons from being ſhaken. 5 4 
For my own Part, I have loſt a Friend, a 
tender Friend, a Friend more valuable than a 


Father. God knows whether my Continuance 
among you may not be precarious ; Life itſelt 
is ſo. But ſuffer me with all Sincerity, and 


Freedom, earneſtly to exhort you (O that I had 
the Tongue of an Angel to do it!) to make 
the proper Improvement of the . preſent awful 
Diſpenſation. Let Peace and Unanimity pre- 


ſide in this Aſſembly. Inſtead of mutual Jar- 


rings and Contention, emulating Strife and 


Rancour, I would not ſay Bigotry and Unchari- 


tableneſs, theſe I truſt are wholly baniſh'd from 
amongſt us; but inſtead of private Feuds 
and Animoſities, ſtudy who ſhall approve Them- 
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Friends one to another ! WhenThoſe who were 
the moſt eminent Examples of the moſt exalt- 
ed Piety, Benevolence, and Goodneſs, are 
gone to reap the Fruits, the glorious and bleſ- 
| fed Fruits of their Doings, what will become 
of the Cauſe of God, and of Virtue, if thoſe 
who ſurvive them, inherit none of their Spirit ? 
When. ſuch Breaches are made upon us, is hot 
the Voice of the Providence this. Y 

© who ſurvive, exert all your Zeal and your 
« Strength in order to repair them,” The 
more good Men. are remov'd to Eternity, is 


therenot proportionably more Work to be done, 


more Buſineſs, to be tranſacted by thoſe who 
are left behind them? Whereſoever Providence 
has any Intereſt to ſupport, or any Purpoſes to 


accompliſh, the ſame God who can out of 


the Stones raiſe up Children to Abrabam, can 
when we leaſt of all expect it, build his 
Church upon a Rock that ſhall never be ſhak- 
en. If therefore, when great and illuſtrious 
Characters are remov'd, thoſe who ſurvive 
forſake not themſelves, Heaven will never 
forſake them: Be: of good Comfort, live in 


Peace, and the God of Love, and Peace, ſhall. 


a with you, * 

The nd Genen, tho T had as 
many Temptations to be fond of this World, 
as moſt Men have, yet appear'd quite eaſy, 
and refign'd to leave it. Being aſk'd on his 
Death-bed, by his excellent Conſort, allow me 
to mention it, if He knew Her? He anſwer'd 
in the Language of Reſignation, and like bat 
that 
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that was on the Ving for Heaven, * Once 1 


« knew you,” and indeed conſidering that his 
whole Life, was but one uniform, uninterrupted 
Scene of doing Good towards all, towards 
Men of all Parties and Diſtinctions, and that 
his good Works were the Offspring of truly- 
rational, and benevolent Principles, and not of 
vain Glory, and Oſtentation, which was the 
Thing that his Soul hated ;— How could it 
be otherwiſe than that he ſhould be ever-reſign- 
ed to leave this World, and ever-ready to en- 
ter upon the Joys of a future? Ot have I ad- 


dreſs'd him on Earth, Once would I addreſs | 
him in Heaven, Hail thou bleſſed and fe _ 
« raphic Spirit who has drop'd this Body of 


Fleſh, and enter'd into the Joy of thy 
4 Lord: Whilſt I deplore the Loſs ſuſtain'd 


* by us here below, I congratulate thee upon 
© thy Admittance to the higheſt Manſions. of 
e Glory! With what benevolent Pity doſt 


te thou look. down upon us poor Mortals, that 
* are ſtill impriſon'd jn theſe Abodes of Cor- 
eruption! If doing Good be the Work of 
t Heaven, and it ſurely it, tho Thou haſt 
*© changed Worlds, Thou haſt neither chang- 


ed thy Employ nor thy Pleaſure! If ever - 
* forg:t thy God-like Example may my right 
Hand forget her Gumning! When I come to 


i die, God Almighty grant, that I may die 


te jn Peace as Thou haſt done, be prepared 


te for the ſame Manſions of Bliſs, and renew 


_ « Friendſhip for ever! May my Conduct make 


& jt appear as thine did, that this is the Tir- 
I Eo x": "_— 
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& fing: Rooni for the Grave, ond the 2 
te of Immortality! 

As to you, the worthy Relicł of the dergaſed, 
your Friend, the beſt of Friends is dead, but Ged 
ſhall be with you, the Father of Mercies liveth! 
Tho' the Deceaſed was cut off before he 
had arriv'd at the Meridian of Life, yet in a 


little Time, He had liv'd much for both Worlds, 


His Conduct! in Life, and the State of his Af. 
fairs now he has quitted it, juſtify the Obſer- 
vation, that Prayer never obſtructs Buſineſs, 
and Alms never impoveriſ.— He was in- 
deed ripe for Eternity, and have we any Reaſon 
to murmur, that the Sickle ſhould be put into 
the Field, when the Corn is ripe for the Har- 
velt ? Plutarch the Greek Philoſopher, tells 


us of two Grecian Youths, who having done 


ſome extraordinay A& of Piety, their Mother 
pray'd that They might be entitled to the 6% 
Reward the Gods had to beſtow upon Them, 
and in Anſwer to her Prayers that very Night 
They were found dead in Fund's Temple whi- 
ther "They. had been drawing their Mother's 
Chariot, You'll eafily infer the Moral. 
The Antients call'd the Days of Death Natalia, 


that i is Birth-Days, as know ing that the reli- 


gious Man is no ſooner dead © Time, than He 
1s born into a better World, into a State of 
everlaſting Bleſſedneſsl Bleſs God that your good 
and great Relative, has been continued you fo 


long, inſtead of muirmbring that He was con- 


tinued no longer er ſubmit to the Stroke, and 


Pray tor Streng h to bear it. Under — _ 
an 


oo oo Tn os 
and Inſpe tion tis hop'd your Offspring will 
grow up to emulate the Virtues of their Father, 
_ 2 can _ fix on - nobler Patter” ? 
and to be as uſeful among the ring grant a- 
tion, as He has been in the Fes ' — * . 
They may! 8 
To conclude; whilſt we continue in this 
World, repeated Opportunities will occur, that 
will lead'us to adopt the Language of my Text 
I have ſeen an End of all Perfection ! 
Year after Year we travel the ſame Circuits, 
and find nothing more in our latter Rounds, 
than our former, unleſs it be freſh Vanity and 


Vexation, greater Toil and Wearineſs 1 Be it 
our Ambition then, to ſecure our ſelves a no- 


bler Heritage and Poſſeſſions, and in Order 
thereto, to imitate the Example of thoſe who 
have been Hining Ornaments and illuſtrious 


Bleſſings in their Day; that when we leave 


this World, we may leave it with as fair a 
Name, and when we enter upon a future, may 
be receiv'd into as exalted Glory. 
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